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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505

. PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Phone: (703) 3517676
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27 November 1985

STAT

- - [

Vice President Bush referred your letter of 8 October 1985 to the
Central Intelligence Ag%pcy for reply.

You reported allegations that the CIA had conducted research on
substances which could destroy the immune systems.of adversaries, and
suggest that the United States Government was withholding information
which could be useful in curing victims of Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (A.1.0.S.), or was possibly blocking research on the condition.

These allegations are completely untrue. Very valuable unclassified
medical research has been conducted by the National Institute of Health
and academic and health institutions for many years on methods for
modi fying the immune responses of recipients of transplanted organs, so
that rejection of the transplant is less likely. ‘As a result
transplantation of vital organs has advanced to allow many persons to be
successfully restored to health. However, this legitimate research has
- not had any role in the present A.I.D.S. epidemic and CIA does not
j participate. .

SEDUE T O

A.1.0.S., on the other hand, is an infectious disease, present in
! all sections of the globe. While its exact origin is still being

; studied, it seems 1ikely that it arose by a spontaneous modification

' (mutation) of an animal virus. A1l countries are threatened by this

L disease which is an international health disaster.

V A very massive research effort is being directed by the U.S.

8 Government to develop vaccines to prevent this disease, and also to

i develop means for its effective treatment. You can be assured that all
re?so?ahle resources are being directed toward these goals with urgent
priority
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The Yice President appreciates your willingness to share with him
your information and concerns on this very important national health
problem. Thank you for your inquiry.

Enclosed are two Agency publications which will help you understand
our mission. '

Sincerely,

Acting Director, Public Affairs
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: OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
REFERRAL
To: CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY . Dater November 12, 1985
| ACTION REQUESTED
l. Draft reply for:
. Vice President's signature.
Undersigned’s signature.
NOTE -

Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply. . .. .
g ) Prompt action is essential,

_ ’ .
Direct reply. _ H more than 48 hours del.ay is c.:ncoun.lerg:cl,
X Furnish information copy. please telephone the undersigned immediately.

‘ Suilable ‘acknowledgment or other "
appropriate handling.

Furni . Basic correspondence should be returned when
urnish copy of reply. if any. draft reply,. memorandum, or comment is re-

quested.
For your information.

For comment. - ’ - : =L«

REMARES:

NO INTERIM REPLY.

, Description:

Letter: Telegram: Other:
To: The Vice President
STAT From: |
Date: OcCtober B, 1385
Subject; Alds

| By dir'_éclion of the Vicc President

ggg L.

. R. ABBOTT
Staff Assistant
395=6076

| | /-36%

' IFary bt romamlie welbbh oo __ ¥ _
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October B, 1985 " STAT 341L99/F

Mr. George Bush :
Vice President of the United States

Executive Registry!

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 85- 2478
Washington, D.C. 20008 T T T T ,

Dear Mr. Vice President:

I am writing you to inform you of an issue which I believe you will
hear more about, and which there are many ways to handle.

This morning very early (5:30 A.M.) on a popular Los Angeles radio
station, a caller brought up the subject of?AIDS* He prefaced his
comments by saying that what he was going to say would disturb people,
and then said that from 1%65-1980, the Central Intelligence Agency had
worked on substances which could destroy the immune systems of
adversaries. He implied that he had been part of the research team.

He referenced a substance which could destroy a batallion of Russian
soldiers in a month, spreading like-a common -cold. - His feeling was
that the United States government knew more about this type of disease
than they had previously let on. BAnd he specifically said that you
knew about this research.

1If you as a pre81dent1a1 candldate could point the way ‘toward a cure by.

a551st1ng in utlllzlng _previous classified research, it would make a
great impression on the voters. On the other hand, if you were labeled
as blocking the research which would consequently cause the deaths of
many thousands of individuals, it would not help you. I believe that
enough people heard this fellow's statement that someone will follow it
up. Anyway, take this as you will. Best regards and good luck.

Sincerelv.

Dol
EXEC
REG
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